M. Bouland finds as the result of his researches that the normal human spine at the period of birth presents?(a) a cervical curvature -with its convexity looking forwards, the mean length of the chord of which is 42 mm., and the perpendicular to the chord 2"5 mm.; (b) elements applied for 2 to 5 minutes, the anode being placed in the auriculo-mastoid fossa, the cathode on the manubrium sterni or on the side of the sixth cervical vertebra.
Fuchs investigated the action of the unipolar current upon the nerves when he connected one pole with the earth and the other with a condenser formed of a Leyden jar, and placed the nerve either in the tract of conduction to the earth or in that to the jar. As soon as the poles of the current were brought into connection with the two conductors a contraction of the muscle occurred, due to the passage of electricity, dependent on the tension of the current and the surface of the recipient. M. Fuchs finds that the positive electrical current applied in a centrifugal direction has the same effect as that of the negative electrical current has in a centripetal direction. The feeblest unipolar currents capable of causing any contraction at all, as a rule, only excite the fresh nerve when they are components of the ascending, and not when of the descending current. Strong unipolar currents excite both the fresh and the dying nerves, either when they are components of the ascending or of the descending current.
